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Co-op Annual Report Join us for

MembeXppreciation Da
Saturday May"17

9:00am to 8:00 pm
as part of our

40h Anniversary Celebratio

For the second year, the Cop is getting weekly
deliveries from Geauga Family Farmsgproduce in sea-
son and, yearound, homebaked wholewheat bread
from freshly milled flour, freerange eggs, cheeses
jams, preserves and more. We're looking forward tq
GFF greens-collards, chard, kale, turnip and mustard
greens-and berries in season. Some other local farmer
deliver to us, and we expect to buy also from City-
Fresh, which will begin selling wholesale.

1 Members are invited to bring their Co -
op stories to be included in the Co-0 p ¢ S
historical archive.

Challenging times

After four years of steadily increasing
sales, Cap sales are down 15% from a year ago. It's
been just over a year that Euclid Avenue in our
neighborhood has been dug up for the Euclid Corridor
project, disrupting traffic and making access difficult.
Thanks to faithful Coop members and many who re-
sponded to our call for help, our sales drop isn't worsg| 1
a neighborhood restaurant owner reports that his busi-
ness is off 65%. Though labor costs have been cy

z through attrition, this

1 The Store will have specials, samples, &
discount on new memberships, and a
5% discount for members.

OFoodopfCh canvas ba
given to the first fifty members who

purchase at least $50.

J S

past year we suffered
a net loss, less than
i~ the year before, which
QT was preceded by three
= years of net gain in
lincome. Our manage-
2 ment team, lead by
Neysa Logan, has
| taken steps to address
| this  loss, including
reducing

dthey appreciate
friendly service and a

Board President, Vicky Knight, atmosphere.
delivers her annual report at
the Co-op Annual Meeting of staff!
Members, Thursday, April
24",

In 1968 a group of neighbors on Hessler St
began cooperating to buy fresh, organic produce.
Today the Food Co-op is a full-service grocery with a
large selection of organic foods and hundreds of itemg
that can be purchased in bulli flour, grains, granola,
legumes, teas, herbs, spices and more. The Gap re-
ceives deliveries weekly of fresh bread, eggs, chees
jams and produce (in season) from Geauga Famil
Farms and other local growers.

: purChaseStaken on extra work and responsibilities during a wage
Many members —say,ng hiring freeze.

Our lease with UCI is up in a year, and to date

neighborhoodstore we have received no commitment from UCI to extend
Manyit. Our original proposal was for another 2gear lease.
thanks to all Coeop After consulting a commercial real estate broker who is
Many have a Ceop member, we are preparing a proposal for a 5
year extension with a Zvear guarantee and UCI able

(Continued on page 2)



Thanks to Volunteers

This past year we averaged 10 volunteers work-
ing over 53 hours per month, reports India Meesig, our
Volunteer Coordinator. CWRU students rpainted
our children's corner. All volunteer efforts and pro-
jects are appreciated.

Among volunteers who deserve special thanks:

Carol Sawyer largely created the gardens near
our entrances and has tended them for many years.
Seasonally she adds new plants and blooms.

Ann Crowley weekly cuts cheese, cleans or does
whatever is needed. Ann plans to make aprons to staff
members' specifications.

Anna Kiss MauseiMartinez, elected to the
(Annual Report continuedl Board in 2007, has contributed generously to the -Co

to cancel with 18 months' notice. Our only real levefP community. Anna has ably edited the Gop Con-
age with UCI is public opinion; we need favorable putiect, a newsletter she began a year before she joined
licity and welcome members' efforts in addition téhe Board. Anna welcomes editors, writers, and any-
Board members'. We have no definite Plan B yet: |[@ne who'd like to help. Items can be left in Anna’s en-
cations to consider include a few blocks East (Ea¥glope on the bulletin board at the front of the store or
Cleveland); around 105th and Wade Park (Glenvillegmailed to her at annakissmm@gmail.com

Co-op members and board member Marge Townsend
at the Annual Meeting of Members.

and south of Cedar around 93rd St (Fairfax). Commu-  Brother Hashim provides peaceful music for Co
nity Development Block grants are possible for thes®@P events and, on occasion, in the store.
locations. (continued on page 3)

40th Anniversary

This is the 40th year since a group of neighbg - -
on Hessler Street began amperating to buy fresh, or 7 Ceoperatlve PrmCIpIeS

ganic produce, and we are planning anniversd

events. We are planning a Member Appreciation D ra| food grocery stores in that it follows cooperative

at the store Saturday, May 17, to coincide with th] principles that guides the business in the way that it if
first day of the Hessler Street fair. We'll have speciaj ryn.

samples, a discount and discounted memberships t

day. We'll also give canvas bags with our logo to { : - - '
first forty members who purchase at least $50. which cooperatives put the values into practice.

We are planning a 40th anniversary picnic 4 1. Voluntary and Open Membership
the store Sunday, Sept 14, from -@ pm, and hope .
you'll join us and bring a friend. . Democratic Member Control

Capital Improvements Campaign . Member Economic Participation

Coop members can round up their purchase | 4. Autonomy and Independence
contribute change through a hole in the checkwriti
stand at the registers. These donations are for eq 5. Education, Training and Information
ment repair or replacement, repairs, painting and u
grades inside and out. . Ceoperation among Caperatives

. Concern for Community



2008 is the 40th anniversary of

The Cleveland Food €xp
Have you been a Ceop Member for a decade or more? Do you remember when The Cleveland Food-Qo
was merely a food buying club meeting on a Hessler street front porch?

The Membership Committee is interested in finding members willing to contribute photos, stories, docu-
ments, or other memorabilia representing the Gopds | ong history and c¢commi
These artifacts will be collected into a scrapbook to serve as a historical record.

If you are willing to contribute or aid in the collection and organization of this history, please contact Anna
Kiss atannakissmm@gmail.camcall India at the Coop 216791-3890.

Board Nominees Allyson Robichaud,
Patricia Garmhausen, and Sheila McCarthy

Co-op members and board nominee Sheila McCarthy
at the Annual Meeting of Members.
(Annual Report continuedl

From time to time cleanup days are scheduled, generally Saturdays. These are among opportunities for
occasional or even onrime service. Regular weekly or monthly volunteer service in produce or other depart-
ments earn a discount. Please call India in HABA if you would like to help the-Gp.

Communication with members

We're still updating our membership files and gathering emails or phone numbers from members whc
wish to be contacted for special events or sales. Members can update contact info on our websit
(www.clevelandfood.coop) or at the store.

In cooperation,
Vicky Knight

Visit us on the web!
www.clevelandfood.coop
The Cleveland Food ¢&p also now has a page in the Encyclopedia of Cle

land History. Check it out at:
http://ech.case.edu/ecgi/article.pl?id=CFC2




